
The Book of Romans, Lesson 4, Romans 1:1-4, “The Trinity” 

 3500 years ago, an arrogant king of Egypt asked and an 80 year old Jew named Moses, “And who is the 
LORD?” Exodus 5:2.  This is the ultimate question that our world is asking!  A thousand years later, another 
arrogant king asked three young Jewish men. “And then what god will be able to rescue you from my power?” 
Daniel 3:15.  Both of these kings quickly found out who He was.  The God who was far above anything they 
could ever imagine.  Who is this God?  Who is the Lord?  We will explore the answer to this question by 
examining one of the most fundamental yet difficult things that the Bible tells us about HIM, that He is a 
Trinity. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. In these four verses, Romans 1:1-4, we have set before us the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. 

✓ This is a strange concept for our feeble minds: There is only one God, but within the one God are three 
persons.  They are distinct and yet inseparable.  Without any further explanation, let me say, if your God 
is not this God, three in one, then you do not have the God of the Bible.  This same picture of God shows 
up all over the Bible: Luke 3:21-22; John 15:23; Matthew 10:40; Luke 10:16; and Matthew 12:31-32.  To 
reject any person of the Trinity is to reject all of the Trinity, they are all accepted or rejected together. 

2. Flee from the notion that there are three Gods; it is imperative that we take them as 3 in 1. 

✓ The 10 thousand dollar question is: how are they 3 in 1?  Daniel Webster, when famously was accosted 
for believing firmly in the Trinity, was asked, “How can a man of your mental caliber believe that 3 
equals 1?”  He responded, “I do not pretend to fully understand the arithmetic of Heaven.”  How do we 
explain the Trinity?  There is not explaining it!  We will never be able to take the natural and explain the 
supernatural, take the material and explain the immaterial, or take the finite and explain the infinite.  
How do we know it?  By supernatural experience as God, by His grace reveals Himself to us: Father as 
our Creator, Jesus as our Savior, The Holy Spirit as our comforter, in all three cases we experience each 
one as God.  This is not comprehensible to the unsaved and unconverted for the same reason and in 
similar way that light is incomprehensible to a blind person.  Salvation is not just a comprehension but 
also an application of the truth to our lives, we may not understand it all but have started grasping what 
truth really is and not until we submit to God’s salvation can the light begin to shine in our lives. 

3. The Trinity is no new thing at all or just a New Testament thing. 

✓ The verses in Deuteronomy 6:4-5 seem to contradict the doctrine of the Trinity, but, in fact they are one 
of its greatest supporters.  “One” in the Hebrew is not one in isolation of singularity, that would be a 
different Hebrew word, but one in unity.  It is the same “one” used in the marriage equation: Genesis 
2:24.  Marriage isn’t just one person but two persons becoming one.  The Trinity equation works in a 
similar way.  The Hebrew word “God” is Elohim, which is a plural word!  Singular is El, but God is 
referred to in the plural most of the time.  We are commanded to love God for who He is not for who we 
want Him to be or believed Him to be before the light of Scriptures shined on our lives.  Part of Loving 
Him properly is accepting Him in His essence.  His nature is that of a Trinity!  The question of the kings: 
“who is the Lord that I should obey Him?  Who is the God that shall deliver you?”  In order to know Him, 
we have to accept Him as He describes Himself.  “And it is impossible to please God without faith.  
Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely 
seek him. Hebrews 11:6. 

We will never be able to get around faith in Him, trust in Him to tell us the truth about Himself, 
ourselves and our world.  In order to know Him, we have to apply ourselves Heart, soul, mind, 
and strength.  God demands our full attention.  We cannot really know Him apart from an act of 
our heart, soul and strength. 
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